


6. Functkn or U r  
Historic F ~ n c t l O ~  (mtw categories horn ina~ctions) Cumnt Functiom (entar categories tmm l n m i o n s )  

EDUCATION: School WORK IN PROGRPSS 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation BRICK 
NO STYLE wails WOOD: Weatherboard 

rwf METAL 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Located in the vicinity of Kilmarnock in Northumberland County, Shiloh School is a rare 
survival of the simple rural schools once plentiful throughout Virginia. Built in 1906, it is an 
axial-fronted frame building that, along with its rural setting, has been little altered in the 
years since its construction. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPT'ION 

In the Ball Neck area of Northumberland County, Virgin& surrounded by woods and fields, 
stands a schoolhouse built in 1906 that is both common and unique. Shiloh School is located 
on slightly less than one acre on the north of County Route 606 from Rehobeth Church, at 
the point where it intersects with County Route 605. The side-gable building is unusual for a 
one-room school. Yet, the largely unaltered building displays many features common to one- 
room schools throughout Northumberland County. 

The school lot is bounded on the north and west by a corn-field. The yard is stark without 
bushes or trees. There is no fence separating the building from the corn-field or the road 
from the school lot. Nor is there a well or remains of the two privies that once stood behind 
the school. Water for the students was carried to the school from the well at the Diller home 
across the road. 

The schoolhouse is common because it is like most one-room schools, simple frame 
construction with no adornment. The one-room school measures 20' x 34', and is a one- 
story, three-bay structure clad in weatherboards with a standing seam metal roof. It is unique 
because, unlike other one-room schools in Northumberland County, the building is a side 
gable structure, with an exterior chimney located in the center of the north elevation between 
paired windows. 

Shiloh School stands on a brick foundation. The original piers, five-bricks high, are 
distributed around the building's perimeter, three under the north and south elevation and five 
on the east and west elevations. Recently, these have been augmented by in-fill between the 
piers with new bricks. This was done in an effort to help stabilize the building. 

There have been no alterations to the building except the recent addition of a 7' x 7' wood 
stoop supported on two brick piers attached to the foundation just below the entrance. The 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Shiloh school is a frame, one-room school located on an isolated tract in the Ball Neck area 
of Northumberland County, Virginia. The schoolhouse was erected by men whose children 
were subsequently educated there. Jessie Ball (later duPont, a well-known local 
philanthropist) taught at Shiloh the first two years the school was open, 1906 and 1907. 

Shiloh school is being nominated to the register under Criterion C as the only remaining 
unaltered example of the once-numerous one-room schools built throughout Northumberland 
County in the early years of public education. This unusual axial-front building was erected 
to replace a smaller Reconstruction-era school, also called Shiloh, and is largely unaltered, 
never having been used for domiciliary or business purposes. Interior walls still clearly 
reveal where blackboards, now removed, were hung. Only the recent addition of an entrance 
stoop and the loss of one shutter compromise the original appearance of the exterior. Little 
change is apparent in the area of the building, standing on its original site, surrounded by 
fields and forest. Today, sixty years after the last lessons were taught at Shiloh--during 
which time it was used for farm storage--the building is being rehabilitated for community 
use by the owners, Northumberland Preservation, Inc. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Shiloh School is a one-room building erected in 1906 on land deeded to the Wicomico 
Magisterial School District by W. S. and Lena J. Diller on 20 December 1905. For fifty 
dollars, the Dillers sold "one square acre, in the South East comer of the field across the 
road from W. S. Dillers residence & bounded on the East by the main road leading to 
Shiloh". ' The six Diller children provided onequarter of the student body in the early 
years.' Constructed of wood cut from the surrounding DiUer property and milled atthe 
small Diller sawmill, the school was built by local men under the direction of Elliott F. Kent, 
one of the school trustees of the Wicomico District.' Erected to replace a smaller nearby 
Reconstruction-era school, also called Shiloh, the new building had more and larger 
windows. Unlike its predecessor or any of the other ten examples of one-mom schools that 
can be identified in Northumberland County, the second Shiloh School is a three bay, axial- 
front s t ruct~re.~ 
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Verbal Boundary Drrorlptlon 
The boundary o f  the Shiloh School property is shown on the accompanying plat  ent i t l ed  
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thirty inch high stoop is reached by a 6" x 8" beam used as a step. This addition was made 
after the rehabilitation committee studied a photograph in the possession of the last person to 
teach at Shiloh School. An earlier photograph shows a simple wooden two step entrance. 

The building's exterior is austere and has minimal detailing. Windows are surrounded by 
four-inch board trim, and measure 32" x 60". Six-over-six double-hung sashes have been 
replaced in all ten windows; two on the facade, three on the east elevation, four on the north 
elevation and one on the west elevation. With one exception all the windows have Z pattern 
batten shutters. A five-inch metal strip has been placed between the paired windows which 
flank the chimney on the north facade. The entrance has double batten doors. Each door 
measures 24" x 70", and has common six inch double hinges. The door is fastened with a 
hasp and padlock. 

Weatherboard cladding was milled by Mr. Diller, from trees cut on his property which 
surrounded the school. It is in fair condition, and those boards that need to be replaced are 
being skillfully matched with the originals. Photographic evidence shows that the 
weatherboard was whitewashed and the trim painted but neither is currently visible. The gable 
ends have broad overhangs and plain facia boards. Comer boards complete the exterior trim. 

The school still has the original standing seam metal roof. There are no gutters or 
downspouts. Located in the center of the north elevation is a single-stack, exterior, brick 
chimney which served the wood-burning stove used for heat. The chimney is badly 
deteriorated. 

Inside, the schoolhouse is as plain as it is on the exterior. Interior walls and the ceiling are 
covered with 2 112" vertical paneling. There are signs that the interior was first whitewashed 
and later painted yellow. Although the blackboards have been removed, shadows indicate 
their size and placement on either side of the door and also on the west wall. The 
blackboards were placed three feet above the floor and were three feet high. The shadow of 
a removed shelf three feet high is visible in the southeast comer. 

Windows are only twenty inches from the floor, which allows a greater amount of light at the 
level where the double desks once stood. The floor has been partially removed so the 
committee can replace and repair the 6" x 8" beams and 2" x 10" joists set at two-foot 
intervals. The floor is being replaced as needed with regular 2 112" tongue-and-groove 
hardwood to match the original flooring. One-inch shoe mounding completes the floor and 
has been used to trim the wall corners. 

The only interior fixtures that remain are a twelve-inch metal stove pipe surround with a 
piece of the pipe inserted and a metal lantern hook in the middle of the ceiling. 
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Construction began soon after the property was conveyed to the school district. Mrs. Addie 
Belle Diller Harding, the eldest daughter, recalls her father asking the men to cease work 
when her invalid mother, who died in 1906, was disturbed by the noise.' Nevertheless, the 
school was completed in time for classes to begin in the fall at the new location and the 
Wicomico Trustees sold the old school to E. F. Kent on 27 September 1906 for twenty-five 
do~lars .~  

Standing alone on a slight rise with forest, fields and the Chesapeake Bay all in sight, the 
school recalls the early isolation of the lower Northern Neck, a true example of William 
Link's A Hard Country and A Lonely Place. 

Jessie Dee Ball had taught the previous two years at the first Shiloh school and this new 
building represented a real improvement.' The area had been home to the Ball family since 
the early seventeenth century and Jessie Ball was born 20 January 1884 at the nearby family 
home, Cressfield. Her fathy was a lawyer and commonwealth's attorney, and she is said to 
have helped collect his fees. 

Jessie Ball, one of her two brothers, and her two sisters attended the local country school. 
Further educated at Wytheville (Va.) Seminary and Farmville Normal School, now 
Longwood College, Ball was awarded a life certificate to teach in Virginia s c h ~ o l s . ~  

Records show that Jessie Ball began teaching at the old Shiloh school in 1904, and that she 
taught for two years at the new school, 1906 and 1907, before the family moved to 
California." During these years, Jessie Ball and Aldred I. duPont were developing a 
friendship that resulted in their marriage 22 January 1921. This happy union and her 
extraordinary business sense put her in control of one of America's largest fortunes after 
duPont's death in 1935." Throughout the years of her marriage and widowhood, until her 
death in 1970, Jessie Ball duPont devoted her time to managing both the Nemours 
Foundation, which was created "to benefit the orphaned, the crippled, the elderly and the 
poor," and the later Jessie Ball duPont Religious, Charitable, & Educational Fund.12 She 
awarded hundreds of scholarships, and made significant gifts to schools, colleges, 
universities, museums, and churches. Each year she sent between sixty and seventy-five 
young men and women to college. "Among her myriad interests education remained 
dominant. Her years as a teacher had given her an unshakable faith in the power of learning 
to free the individual spirit for first class citizenship" .I3 

The building represents what for generations was the on1 education Northern Neck children 
would receive. Together with the earlier Howland and 2 e later Holley Graded schools, both 
recently nominated to the National Register, the Shiloh school helps complete the early 
education picture in the Northern Neck. Shiloh is an exceptional example of the later one- 
room schools built at the turn of the century. Although Northumberland County citizens 
began to build larger graded schools after 1906, one-room schools were used to educate both 
black and white children until the County School Board ordered all the white ones closed in 
1929.14 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

8 3 Shiloh School, Northumberland County, VA 
Section number Page 

-- - 

Shiloh school was sold by the school board to Raymond L. Haynie in 1939.15 Other white 
one-room schools were given over to the education of black children and some were used 
until desegregation was accomplished, but Shiloh was used only for farm storage, until it was 
given in 1987 to Northumberland Preservation, Inc., by Mr. and Mrs. James W. Hudnall in 
1 9 8 7 . 1 6  A rehabilitation committee was formed and funds from outside sources are being 
sought. Work is currently progressing so that Shiloh can once again be used for the benefit 
of the community. 
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